
CACFP Program Operations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Liv Steinbarth, RD  



Agenda 

 New CACFP contracts coming in FY12 

 

 New online CACFP applications coming in 

FY12 

 

 Tour of CACFP website at 

www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov 

  

 All About Milk.   
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Contracts 



Contracts 

 New CACFP contracts to be completed 

during FY12. 

 

 We will be mailing them out in October. 

 

 The contract is permanent.    

 



Contracts 

 Updates to the contract 

◦ Requiring internet connection 

◦ Background checks for employees/volunteers 

◦ Adherence to National Association for the 

Education of Young Children (NAEYC) ethical 

conduct standards.  



Contracts 

 CONTRACT NUMBER: 

 

 
We ask for this 

number on your 

Audit Questionnaire. 



Contracts 
 Audit Questionnaire 

The yellow portion 

is for your Contract 

Number.   



Contracts 

 On Reviews 

◦ Your contract must be available to view on 

site. 
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Applications 



Applications 

 No more renewals 

 Applications will be permanent  

 Applications will now be online 

 3 Items will have to be updated annually 

◦ Food Service Budget 

◦ Staff Training Plan 

◦ Civil Rights data and certifications 

 Applications will also have to be update 
when any information changes within your 
program.  Ex: New Director, new CACFP 
Staff 

 



Applications 

◦ The online application for your center will be 
located at CACFP online where you currently 
complete your online claims.   

 

◦ All centers will be emailed the new URL for 
CACFP online, which will contain everything 
CACFP related.   

 

◦ CACFP online will have the following tabs: 

 Claims 

 Application 

 Messages 

 

 



Applications 



Applications 



Applications 
 

◦ When the online application is ready to roll 
out, you will be emailed the new URL for 
CACFP online and the application 
instructions.   

 

◦ CACFP will ask small groups of centers, 
alphabetically (from A-Z), to complete the 
online application. 
 

◦ The application will be saved electronically.  
You may print a hard copy of the application 
for your records if you wish. 

 



Applications 



Applications  

◦ Once you submit your online application to 

the State Agency, we will check it over to 

ensure it’s complete.   
 

◦ If it’s incomplete,  the State Agency will return 

it to you with a message to explain what is 

missing. 
 

◦ If it’s complete, the State Agency will approve 

your application. 

 



Applications 

 Need Help? 
 

◦ Send a message to CACFP staff in the 

Application Site as you work on the 

application.   
 

◦ For any questions or problems to report with 

the application, please contact Diane Edgar, 

Administrative Assistant, by email at 

dedgar@mt.gov or by phone at 444-4347. 

mailto:dedgar@mt.gov
mailto:dedgar@mt.gov


     Claims 



Claims 

 When you receive the new URL for 

CACFP online, there will be new features 

to enter your claims online.  
 

 

 All centers will be expected to start 

entering their claims online. 
 



Claims 

 Major improvements have been made for 
online claiming!  Examples:   

 

◦ The meal participation record can be entered 
directly in the system.  The spreadsheet will total 
for you AND the totals will automatically transfer 
to the enrollment tab. 

 

◦ All claim worksheets will be saved, stored, and 
available to you online at any time.  CACFP will 
no longer need to mail out the pink/claim 
worksheets. 



Claims 



Claims 



Claims 



Claims 



    Messages 



Messages 

 

 You will be able to send CACFP messages 

at any time on CACFP online.   
 

 

 CACFP will respond to you as quickly as 

possible. 
 



Messages 
 

 When CACFP sends you a message, a 

display message will appear on the main 

page stating “1 message” when you open 

CACFP online the next time.  

 

 Message history will be saved 

permanently and available to view at any 

time. 



Messages 



Messages 



Tour of Website 
www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov 

 

http://www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov/
http://www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov/


All About Milk 



All About Milk 

 New Requirement 

◦ Low-fat (1%) or fat-free (skim) milk is 

required for children ages two and older.  

Whole and reduced-fat (2%) milk is no longer 

creditable for children ages two and older. 

 Whole milk continues to be 

recommended for children up to age two. 

 

 



All About Milk 

 To be credited, milk must be pasteurized 

and meet state and local standards for 

fluid milk.  Examples include: whole milk, 

low-fat (1%) milk, skim milk. 

 Flavored milk (e.g. , chocolate, strawberry, 

and vanilla) are not creditable. 

 



All About Milk 

 Non-Dairy Beverages 

◦ May be served in lieu of fluid milk for children 

who cannot consume fluid milk due to food 

allergies and intolerances.   

◦ Non-dairy beverages must be nutritionally 

equivalent to milk and meet the nutritional 

standards for fortification of calcium, protein, 

vitamin A, vitamin D, and other nutrients to 

levels found in cow’s milk.   

 

 



All About Milk 

 Non-Dairy Beverages 
◦ Soy milk is the recommended non-dairy beverage 

because it’s the most nutritionally equivalent to 
milk at this time.  Unless a specific request is 
made by the parent/guardian, soy milk is the 
preferred non-dairy replacement for milk.   

◦ Rice milk, almond milk, and hemp milk are other 
options available but they lack the essential 
nutrients of milk.   

◦ There are many varieties of soy milk available 
now and many are highly sweetened.  
Unsweetened or less sweetened soy milk is 
preferred. 

 



All About Milk 

  Please get out your 

calculators and your 

milk calculation sheet 



A. How  

many meals 

were served? 
Add together 

 Breakfast, Lunch and  

Dinner Totals 

 

45+57+0= 102 



Milk Calculation 

 This center purchased 4 gallons of milk. 

They have mostly 3-5 year olds and they 

served a total of 102 meals.  Did they 

purchase enough milk? 

 Let’s try it together on your Monthly Milk 

Calculation Sheet. 



102 

612 

5 

4 



A. How  

many meals 

were served? 
Add together 

 Breakfast, Lunch and  

Dinner Totals 

 

297+355 +0= 

652 



Milk Calculation 

 This center purchased 35 gallons of milk. 

They have mostly 3-5 year olds and they 

served a total of 652 meals.  Did they 

purchase enough milk?   

 Try it on your Monthly Milk Calculation 

Sheet. 



652 

3912 

31 

33 



All About Milk 

 Many possible ways to make sure you are 

serving enough milk  

◦ The cups hold the minimum serving size  

◦ The minimum amount is in the pitchers on the 

tables 

◦ If the cups or pitchers are empty.  Fill them.   

◦ Look at your Food Production Records.  They 

will tell you how much milk to purchase 

◦ Do the Monthly Milk Calculation sheet every 

month.  Adjust for the next month if need be.  

◦ Milk Vendors  



All About Milk 

 Why is purchasing enough milk so important? 

◦ Milk is used to show the overall picture of your 

foodservice.   So if not enough milk is purchased 

then not enough food is purchased either. 

◦ Milk is a highly nutritious food 

◦ Milk is a major item in the CACFP  

 

 




